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San Diego’s Greyhound Adoption Center Receives $27,830 Petco 
Foundation Grant to Build Run-Free Field and Memorial Garden  

 
 
SAN DIEGO, Calif. – One of the nation’s largest greyhound rescue organizations, 
Greyhound Adoption Center (GAC) in El Cajon, today announced a major grant from the 
Petco Foundation.  The grant will be used to build Run-Free Field and a Memorial 
Garden at GAC’s 3.5-acre site, which houses dozens of retired racing greyhounds from 
tracks across the U.S.  
 
Since 1986, GAC has worked to find loving homes for nearly 6,000 greyhounds and 
greyhound mixes. The non-profit group houses up to 60 greyhounds on an average day 
at its compound along Dehesa Road in eastern San Diego County. 
 
Darren Rigg, GAC President and Founder, said the $27,830 grant will be used to secure 
a one-acre grove with a security fence, gates, water stations and solar-powered 
irrigation.  
 
“Rescued greyhounds will be exercised at the site, and monthly public memberships will 
generate revenue to support the care and rehabilitation of our rescued racers,” he 
explained. “The new Memorial Garden will also generate income by providing a tranquil 
area where families can purchase sites to memorialize their beloved pets.”   
 
Both pieces of land will double as wildfire buffers, and the site of Run-Free Field is 
already being put to good use as GAC embarks on its biggest-ever fundraiser in less 
than two weeks. Reggae Goes to the Dogs – a Family Festival for the Love of Dogs 



to Benefit Greyhound Rescue will be held on Sunday, June 23, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the kennel compound.  
 
More than 500 music fans and dog lovers are expected to turn out for live music and 
gourmet food trucks, along with plenty of games for people and dogs of all ages.  
 
“Reggae Goes to the Dogs marks a highlight of the summer scene in San Diego and it’s 
the only music festival open to everyone – including well-behaved dogs,” said Rigg. 
“Folks can fill up on great food, dance to the beat of Product, Chocolate Revolution, 
Reeform and Soul Malady and know they are helping find homes for hundreds of retired 
racing greyhounds.” 
 
All proceeds of the Reggae Festival go toward feeding, bathing, exercising and 
transporting the hounds. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the gate, and kids younger 
than eight get in free. Call 877-478-8364 or visit www.greyhoundreggaefestival.com. 
GAC is located at 4821 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019 with plenty of free parking. 
 

 
About GAC 
 
Since 1986, the non-profit Greyhound Adoption Center (GAC) in greater San Diego, 
Calif. has found loving homes for nearly 6,000 retired racing greyhounds and greyhound-
mixes from across the U.S. Up to 150 greyhounds a year are nurtured and rehabilitated 
on the way to finding forever homes. A network of 100+ volunteers help feed, bathe and 
exercise the dogs that often require extensive surgeries to repair injuries suffered on the 
racetrack. GAC carries out adoptions in California and Nevada with extensive pre-and 
post-adoption support. GAC has grown to become one of the nation’s most successful 
greyhound rescue organizations thanks to generous donations, membership dues and 
grants. 

About Petco and the Petco Foundation 

Petco is a leading pet specialty retailer that provides products, services and advice that 
make it easier for our customers to be great pet parents. Everything we do is guided by 
our vision for Healthier Pets. Happier People. Better World. We operate more than 1,200 
stores nationwide, including more than 50 Unleashed by Petco locations, a smaller 
format neighborhood shop, and www.petco.com. The Petco Foundation, an 
independent, nonprofit organization, has raised more than $100 million since it was 
created in 1999 to promote and improve the welfare of companion animals. In 
conjunction with the Foundation, we work with and support more than 9,500 local 
animal-welfare groups across the country to help find homes for more than 250,000 
animals through in-store adoption events every year. 
 


